[image: image1.png]



Secondary History/Social Studies
Task 2: Instruction Commentary


TASK 2: INSTRUCTION COMMENTARY

Respond to the prompts below (no more than 6 single-spaced pages, including prompts) by typing your responses within the brackets following each prompt. Do not delete or alter the prompts. Commentary pages exceeding the maximum will not be scored. You may insert no more than 2 additional pages of supporting documentation at the end of this file. These pages may include graphics, texts, or images that are not clearly visible in the video or a transcript for occasionally inaudible portions. These pages do not count toward your page total.

1.
Which lesson or lessons are shown in the video clips? Identify the lesson(s) by lesson plan number.
[The video clip shows the middle part of the introduction from Lesson #2: Food as a 
Metaphor.]
2.
Promoting a Positive Learning Environment
Refer to scenes in the video clips where you provided a positive learning environment. 

a.
How did you demonstrate mutual respect for, rapport with, and responsiveness to students with varied needs and backgrounds, and challenge students to engage in learning?

[I endeavored to create a positive learning environment by demonstrating rapport with, mutual respect for, and responsiveness to students with varied needs and backgrounds; furthermore, I also challenged students to engage in learning. 

First, I built rapport with my students by calling on their first names (see video clip at 00:16, 00:24, and 05:09). This signaled to the students that I was approaching each of them as a unique individual, not just one of many in the class.
Second, I demonstrated mutual respect by politely asking what students said before and repeating their ideas. When I couldn’t hear what my student said, I politely apologized immediately and tried not to miss his opinions and comments (see video clip at 00:18-20). Also, in order to show that students’ ideas are as important as teacher’s, I repeated and rephrased their comments or responses out loud (see video clip at 03:49 and 03:54). 

Third, I demonstrated responsiveness to students by listening to what students have to say and replying to them with a sign of affirmation. I used verbal expressions such as “Yes,” “That’s right,” and “Right” and showed body language as well. I nodded my head to respond to student’s statements (see video at 05:12-13).  
Finally, I also challenged students to engage in learning through carefully structured discourse. Instead of resorting to a one-way communication, whereby teachers would give unilateral instruction that students would follow passively, I asked students open-ended questions and engaged in a conversation and stimulated their active learning. In the beginning of the class, for example, I asked students to explain what Pop art is, instead of just providing them what it means: “Who can tell me what Pop art is?” (see video clip at 00:12 - 00:14). I also gave open-ended questions throughout the class such as “what do you notice?” and “what do you think are the differences between the two artists?” to provoke active discussions among the class (see video clip at 00:09, 3:43-45, and 05:08). 
3.
Engaging Students in Learning
Refer to examples from the video clips in your responses to the prompts.
a.
Explain how your instruction engaged students in

· developing the skills of interpretation or analysis in relation to accounts of historical events or social studies phenomena

· building and supporting arguments 
[  ]
b.
Describe how your instruction linked students’ prior academic learning and personal, cultural, and community assets with new learning.
[  ]
4.
Deepening Student Learning during Instruction

Refer to examples from the video clips in your explanations.
a. Explain how you elicited and built on student responses that supported your students’ ability to form interpretations or analyses of history/social studies sources and accounts and build and support arguments.
[  ]

b. Describe and cite examples from the clips of how you supported students in using evidence from sources to build and support arguments about historical events, a topic/theme or social studies phenomenon.
[  ]

5.
Analyzing Teaching

Refer to examples from the video clips in your responses to the prompts.

a.
What changes would you make to your instruction—for the whole class and/or for students who need greater support or challenge—to better support student learning of the central focus (e.g., missed opportunities)? 

Consider the variety of learners in your class who may require different strategies/support (e.g., students with IEPs or 504 plans, English language learners, struggling readers, underperforming students or those with gaps in academic knowledge, and/or gifted students).
[Although there was a slight disruption in the flow of the class due to an unexpected PowerPoint set-up, my lesson went well overall; the students responded well and actively engaged in the learning tasks. There are three minor changes, however, I would make to my instruction to enhance the student’s learning experience. 

· I would avoid giving them answers first. Give students enough time think about the answers. 

· I would slow down the pace of the lesson a bit and take ample time to explain pop art concept

· Talk more about each work of artists. ]
b.
Why do you think these changes would improve student learning? Support your explanation with evidence of student learning AND principles from theory and/or research.
[]
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